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Play Scotland works to deliver the 

child’s right to play in Scotland
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The Key Characteristics of 
Play
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(UNCRC General Comment 2013)
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"Health and safety laws are often wrongly cited as a 

reason to deny children opportunities, contributing 

to a cotton wool culture. I welcome this statement 

which brings clarity and focus to what really matters 

when managing the risks associated with children's 

play. Whilst HSE's main focus is on health and safety 

in the workplace, it is clear that attitudes to risk are 

formed long before young people enter the world of formed long before young people enter the world of 

work. Play outdoors teaches young people how to 

deal with risk and without this they are ill equipped 

to deal with working life.“

Judith Hackitt, Chair of the Health and Safety Executive



Play 

Strategy for 

Scotland
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Ready ... Steady ... Go ....
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Managing Risk in Play Provision
Action 9.10 & 9.11 © Play Scotland



The Competent Child Needs Risk

• “The ideal parent wants strong, 

resilient, bright eyed, fearless 

children” 
(Tom Hodgekinson)

• “The introduction of risk might form 

part of play opportunities and 

activity”
(HSE High level statement)
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Children’s ACT
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Active Achieving Inclusive
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