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INTRODUCTION

RoOSPA is an independent, registered charity which was created in 1917 in response to an
"alarming increase i n .Today, fROSPA pranotesisafetyintalsabeasi n L o n c
of life i on the road, in the home, at work, in schools, at leisure and on or near water. Our

aim is to Save Lives and Reduce Injuries.

The breadth of ROSPA6 s expertise allows us to draw | esson:
thought and approaches to injury prevention. Indeed, this is how RoSPA began its Managing
Occupational Road Risk campaig@uorknrtot@€@d6sawktgh

keypri ority in the UKG6s road safety strategy toda)
to road safety over the years include the formation of a national network of local road safety

committees (the forerunner of t oeraice))the Natorala | autt
Cycling Proficiency Scheme, t he Tufty Cl ub, C

President introduced an amendment to the Transport Bill in 1981), and the ban on using a
hand-held mobile phone while driving.

Safety organisations can be accused of taking safety problems too seriously and
encouraging Ohypersafetyé6, 6excessi v elowewer,s k ave
Mbsolute safetyod is neither feasible nor desira
freedoms. Common sense and balance is essential when developing and promoting safety

interventions. There are clearly areas where prescription, through regulation, legislation or

standards, is essential, for example, the nuclear, chemical or aviation industries. On the

other hand, people need to be able to get on with their lives and be free to decide what risks

they wish to take, provided they are not putting others in danger.

The difficulty is where to draw the line-too pr escri ptive, and accusatio
fly around; too casual and people would undoubtedly be forced to take unknowing risks.
RoSPA draws the line with two simple questions:

1) Is the intervention proportionate to the risk? If the
problem is not that great, steer towards the lighter
touch, but if the evidence demands more
guidance, consider intervention.

What would be the effect on others? Someone
[ i\ who puts only themselves at risk should have the
ar-vowal freedom to do so; but if an act can kill or injure

= others, it must be proscribed or regulated. A solo
mountain climber fits into the first category; a
speeding motorist the second.

\ Balance/ludgement / |\ 2
Proportionality A )
Effect on others f A

Pras('ript ion
I i 1

RoSPAG6s Approach to Safety i sChdiiesfc uESxseecdu tiornv ef dusr t R
the 2007/08 Annual Review and at www.rospa.com/aboutrospa/rospa_safetypoints.htm.


http://www.rospa.com/review2008/chiefexecutive.htm
http://www.rospa.com/aboutrospa/rospa_safetypoints.htm
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ROAD SAFETY

Great Britain has one of the best road safety records in Europe and the world. Despite
massive increases in traffic over the last few decades, the number of people killed on our
roads has fallen from around 5,500 per year in the mid 1980s to just over 2,500 in 2008.

However, this still means thataround7peopl e di e on Britainbés roads |

Road Casualties in Great Britain, 2008

Killed 2,538
Seriously Injured 26,034
Slightly Injured 202,333
All 230,905

Common causes of these unnecessary tragedies include:

Speeding
Over 700 people a year are killed in crashes in which someone exceeds the speed limit or
drives too fast for the conditions.

Drink Driving
Over 450 people die a year in crashes in which someone was over the legal drink drive limit.

Seat Belt Wearing
Nearly 400 lives each year could be saved if everyone always wore their seat belt.

Careless Driving
Over 400 deaths a year involve someone beingé c ar el es s, reckl ess or

At-work
Around one third of fatal and serious road crashes involve someone who was at work.

Inexperience
Over 300 newly-qualified drivers and their passengers are killed in car crashes a year.

Road safetyis one of the most i mpor tAaamost allrreadcsashesf
involve human error, ranging from simple mistakes to deliberate dangerous and illegal
behaviour, our key issue is the need to improve the standard of driving and riding. RoSPA
supports a twin-track approach of making it as easy as possible to use the roads safely and
responsibly and voluntarily and willingly comply with road traffic law, and of increasing the
likelihood of catching, and the punishment for, those who choose not to do so.

RoSPA:

o Raises awareness and provides advice, help, training and information for all road users
and the general public

e Provides road safety education resources and guidance

e Provides advice and guidance, practical products and services to help employers
manage their occupational road risk

e Supports the work of other professionals and practitioners in road safety

e Supports the development and implementation of national road safety strategies

Ro SPA
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ADVICE, HELP, TRAINING AND INFORMATION

RoSPA provides advice, information, education, training and publicity resources and services
for many different audiences: the public, safety professionals and practitioners, schools and
other educational establishments, employers and the government.

The Public

ROSPA runs a Road Safety Information Service, with funding from the Department for
Transport, to provide free, simple and clear information and advice to the public. ROSPA staff
answers thousands of road safety enquiries from the public by email, letter or phone each
year.

Online Advice

Through its many websites, RoSPA provides advice and information to millions of people
worldwide every year, offering clear solutions to practical problems. Between them, the
websites attract 70+ million hits, 3.6 million visitors and nearly a million downloads per year.

www.rospa.com/roadsafety

R o S P Anais website, www.rospa.com, includes a
comprehensive road safety section,
www.rospa.com/roadsafety, containing a wide range
of free road safety resources for drivers, riders,
schools, parents and employers, advice and
information factsheets on many road safety topics
and copies of RoSPA responses to road safety
consultations.

A 25000

a

The road safety section receives around 700,000 visits each year and road safety documents
are downloaded around 600,000 times

T o = www.childcarseats.org.uk

P —— DR -Gee-Dw:

Child Cor Seats = ’ RoSPAG6s website on cbh
fE=r 4 free advice on choosing, fitting and using

@ / child car restraints, and receives 700,000
g A B visits a year, with advice sheets being

) 4
downloaded around 40,000 times.
S e www.helpingLdrivers.com
Helping L Drivers —_— RoSPAGs website to pr
i T to parents who have children who are
learning to drive or ride,

www.helpingLdrivers.com, receives over
87,000 visits each year



http://www.childcarseats.org.uk/
http://www.helpingldrivers.com/
http://www.helpingldrivers.com/
http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety
http://www.rospa.com/
http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety
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www.orsa.org.uk

ROSPA runs the website of the Occupational
Road Safety Alliance, designed to help
employers manage work related road safety,
which receives over 55,000 visits and
documents are downloaded over 15,000
times.

99 e i = www.stoppingdistances.org.uk

— RoSPAd&s onl iiswdesigsedimu | a
highlight the effect speed and driver
impairment has on pedestrian safety, and is
used 100,000 times a year.

RoSPAG s thep safety related  websites include  www.youngworker.co.uk,
www.lasersafety.org.uk, www.saferfireworks.com and www.roadar.org.

Twitter

ROSPA is also taking advantage of the latest communication tools, having recently launched
a number of twitter sites, including twitter.com/roadsafety and twitter.com/rospa. Twitter is a
'microblogging’' platform which allows users to post short text messages (up to 140

characters in length) via the internet. I t 0s
exchanging quick, frequente mai | s about O6what youdre doingb6
Media

Another crucial way that RoOSPA promotes road safety
information, advice and comment is through the media.
In the past year, ROSPA has been quoted in thousands
of newspaper articles, written dozens of road safety
features and carried out around 400 road safety
television and radio broadcasts.

Common road safety themes have been:

e Drivers using mobile e Young and novice e Drinking and e Lighter
phones drivers driving evenings

e Speed-related e New offences e Changesto e Uninsured
issues, including (especially Corporate prosecution and
speed limits, traffic Manslaughter and and unlicensed
calming, safety Causing Death by sentencing drivers
cameras Careless Driving) guidelines

e Driving for work e Child seats and seat e Child road e Cycling

belts safety safety

e Driving in wintry ¢ The state e Councils e Safety on

weather conditions roads switching off rural roads
street lights
e Pedestrian safety e Mobility scooters e Older drivers


http://www.youngworker.co.uk/
http://www.lasersafety.org.uk/
http://www.saferfireworks.com/
http://www.roadar.org/
http://twitter.com/roadsafety
http://twitter.com/rospa
http://www.orsa.org.uk/
http://www.stoppingdistances.org.uk/
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Some of the more unusual road stories ROSPA has dealt with over the last year include a
driver watching a DVD while driving, another carrying a large palm tree and petrol being
siphoned from cars due to the recession.

Individual Road Users
With DfT funding, RoSPA has produced a wide range of free resources for specific road
users: drivers, motorcyclists, pedestrians, pedal cyclists, and parents. These can be found at:

Safer Journey

www.rospa.com/roadsafety/resources/drivers.htm
www.rospa.com/roadsafety/toptentips/index.htm

www.stoppingdistances.org.uk/

www.rospa.com/roadsafety/resources/motorcyclists.htm
www.rospa.com/roadsafety/resources/pedalcyclists.htm
www.rospa.com/roadsafety/resources/parents.htm
www.childcarseats.org.uk/

www.helpingldrivers.com/

In addition, many other resources are produced for sale, and can be used as part of
education or training initiatives or as standalone resources to raise awareness and improve
knowledge.



http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety/resources/drivers.htm
http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety/toptentips/index.htm
http://www.stoppingdistances.org.uk/
http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety/resources/motorcyclists.htm
http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety/resources/pedalcyclists.htm
http://www.rospa.com/roadsafety/resources/parents.htm
http://www.childcarseats.org.uk/
http://www.helpingldrivers.com/
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RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders (ROADAR)

RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders is a network of over 50 local
groups around the UK, whose aim is to reduce road accidents by
encouraging an interest in road safety and by improving driving and
riding standards, knowledge and skill. The Groups, many of which
have motorcycle sections, have trained and experienced tutors
willing to offer free advice, assessments and support to help drivers
and motorcyclists prepare for the RoOSPA Advanced Driving test or
the ROSPA Advanced Motorcycling test.

ROADAR began life in 1955, when Louise Duncan and others formed, the Finchley League
of Safe Drivers. They organised lectures by the police and, together with some on-the-road
training, eventually instituted a system of testing run by police driving instructors from
Hendon. The organisation grew and spread across the country, and in April 1960, the
League of Safe Drivers was formed. It had two patrons, Mrs Margaret Thatcher (MP for
Finchley) and Mr. Raymond Baxter. The League required its members to take tests at regular
intervals and offered a three tier grading system.

In 1980, RoSPA, which had been involved with the organisation from the earliest days, took
over the League, which became the RoSPA League of Safe Drivers, and in 1982, the RoSPA
Advanced Drivers' Association. The Association has gone from strength to strength ever
since, due in large measure to the enthusiasm and commitment of the local groups and the
quality and consistently high standard of the tests conducted by the examiners.

The current name, RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders, reflects the changing membership
profile, and includes all motorists, riders of motorcycles and scooters as well as car and other
drivers. Membership is open to those who have taken or who wish to train towards taking the
Advanced Test. There are two types of membership:

Associate member: Joined a ROADAR group to prepare for the advanced driving test.

Full member: Have passed the advanced driving test, and take a re-test every three years to
maintain their membership.

One of the strengths of RoOSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders is that all members are
required to take regular, free re-tests.



