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A TEENAGER has been killed in a 
horrific crash on the way home from 
her best friend’s 18th birthday party. 

Lisa Smith, 17, died after the car 
she was travelling in apparently spun 
out of control and ploughed into a tree 
in the centre of Middletown in the early 
hours of yesterday (Sunday). She 
suffered multiple injuries and died 
shortly after arriving at hospital.

The driver of the silver Ford Fiesta 
was treated for minor injuries. Friends 
named him as Lisa’s boyfriend, 18-year-
old student Daniel Jones, of Green 
Lane, Anchorbridge. It is thought he 
passed his driving test just three weeks 
ago. 

Police released a statement on 
behalf of Lisa’s devastated mother and 
father, Susan and Ian Smith, of Mill 
Close, Middletown.

“Lisa was the best daughter you 
could ever hope for,” it said. “She was 
enjoying her final year at school and 
looking forward to going to college. She 
had the rest of her life ahead of her and 
was full of dreams. She hoped to become 
a PE teacher and she wanted to see the 
world, get married, have children. All 
that has been taken away. She died after 
celebrating her best friend’s birthday. 
Now she won’t even get to celebrate her 
own 18th birthday next month. 

“Our family has been ripped apart 
and the gaping hole left in our lives will 
never be filled.”

It is believed that about 50 guests, 
mainly young people from the area, 
were at the birthday party at a house in 
Elm Close. Lisa and Daniel left the 
event shortly before the crash, which 
happened on High Street at 12.20am. 

Witnesses leaving a function at the 
Civic Hall saw the car before it crashed 
into a tree at the junction with Croft 
Road. 

Evening News 
Teenage death shocks town

Harry Baxter, 57, said: “I was coming 
down the steps when I saw a car going 
right across the mini-roundabout. Then I 
heard the most sickening screeching and 
smashing sound.

“My wife and I rushed up there and 
it was a horrible sight. We did what we 
could. There was a boy in the driving seat 
who was really shaken up and we tried to 
comfort him while we waited for the 
ambulance. There was also a girl in there 
– it is so sad what happened to her.” 

Lisa, a promising netball player, was 
a pupil at Middletown High School, 
where her sister Laura, 14, is in Year 10. 
Flowers and tributes have been left by 
her classmates at the scene of the crash. 

One message read: “Lisa, our angel. 
You made us all smile and we will never 
forget you. Rest in peace, sweetie. J, L 
and M xxx”

Another, attached to a teddy bear, 
simply asked: “Why?”

Headteacher Mike Summers des-

cribed Lisa as a popular student who 
always had time for other people. “Our 
sympathies are with Lisa’s family at this 
terrible time,” he said. 

Counselling is being made available 
to pupils at the school.

A friend, who did not wish to be 
named, said Daniel, a first year student 
at Strenhall University, had been keen to 
pass his driving test so he could visit Lisa. 
She said the couple got to know each 
other through the Sports Committee at 
Middletown High School, where Daniel 
was a pupil and football captain until 
July. They had been dating for around 
nine months. 

“They were both so happy,” she said. 
“Daniel doted on Lisa and lived for the 
weekends when he could come home to 
visit her.”

A police spokeswoman said inves-
tigations into the crash were ongoing.






