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Note: The data found in this report comes from data collected on discharges from non-obstetric and non-
psychiatricacute hospitals (SMR01) in Scotland and published by ISD Scotland.
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Introduction

The Royal Society forthe Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) has a proud history dating back to 1917. Our mission
is to exchange life-enhancing skills and knowledge to reduce serious accidental injuries. From awareness
campaigns, education and trainingto calling for legislative change, RoSPA is committed to standing up for safety
at home, at work, on the road, at leisure and through safety education.

Too many people are killed and seriously injured in preventable accidents. At RoSPA, we rememberthat every
accidentstatisticrepresentsareal person, a life lost or affected, often severely - and a family left enduring the
consequences.

This paper considers recently-released statistics around unintentional injury and specifically within the home
environmentandincludes:

® 2017/18 —a snapshot

® Fiveyearaverages-overall

@ Fiveyearaverages- the underfives
® Fiveyearaverages- the over65s
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2017/18 — a snapshot

Fatalities

In2017/18, there were 2,348 fatalitiesin Scotland due to an unintentionalinjury. Those overthe age of 65 made

up 48 percent of thisfigure (see figure 1).
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Figure 1: Fatalities by age, 2017/18

In terms of cause, 42 percent of the fatalities were the result of a fall followed by poisoning at 39 per cent (see
figure 2).

Cause of fatalities

= Land Transport Accident
® Posioning

= Falls
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m Other

Figure 2: Fatalities, all ages by cause, 2017/18
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The majority (45 per cent) of fatalities happenedin the home, closely followed by locations ‘unknown’ (see
figure 3).

Fatalities by location
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Figure 3: Fatalities, all ages by location, 2017/18

Hospital Admissions

In 2017/18, there were 58,533 hospital admissions in Scotland due to unintentionalinjuries. Those over the age
of 65 made up 45 percent of thisfigure (see figure 4).
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Figure 4: Hospital admissions by age, 2017/18

Version: 1



R®SPA
accidents don’t have to happen

Bridgingthe gap: injury surveillance

In terms of cause, 64 per cent of the hospital admissions were the result of a fall followed by ‘other’ at 13 per
cent(seefigure5).

Causes of admissions

= Road Traffic Accidents

= Posioning
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Figure 5: Hospital admissions, all ages by cause, 2017/18

The majority (44 per cent) of injuries admitted happened in locations ‘unknown’ followed closely followed by
the home (see figure 6).

Admissions by location
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Figure 6: Hospital admissions, all ages by location, 2017/18
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Five year averages - overall

The following data concentrates on five-year datafrom years 2013/14 —2017/18.
Fatalities
Overthe five-yearperiod, Scotland had an average of 1,974 fatalities due to unintentional injuries. This figure

has steadily increased: in 2017/18 there were 2,348 fatalities. This is 19 per cent above the five-year average
(seefigure 7).
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Figure 7: Fatalities, all ages, unintentional injury, years 2013/14 -2017/18

Specificallyinthe homeoverthe five-year period, Scotlandhad an average of 797 fatalities due to unintentional
injuries. Thisfigure hasalsorisen in 2017/18: there were 1,033 fatalities-30 per cent above the five-year average
(seefigure 8).

Fatalitiesin the home
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Figure 8: Fatalities forhome injuries, all ages, years 2013/14 - 2017/18
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Hospital Admissions
Over the five year period, there was an average of 56,314 hospital admissions each year in Scotland due to

unintentional injuries. This figure has steadily increased by around 4 per cent: in 2017/18 there were 58,533
hospital admissions (seefigure9).

Hospital admissions

59,000
58,000
57,000
56,000
55,000
54,000 I I
53,000
2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18
mmmms Admissions 5 Year Average

Figure 9: Hospital admissions, all ages, unintentional injury, years 2013/14 - 2017/18
During the same period, there was an average of 18,600 hospital admissions each year in Scotland due to

unintentional injuries inthe home. 2017/18 recorded 19,443 hospital admissions due to unintentional injuries
inthe home —approximately a4 per centrise in comparison to the five-yearaverage (see figure 10).

Hopsital admissions for home injuries
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Figure 10: Hospital admissions forhome injuries, all ages, years 2013/14 - 2017/18
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Five year averages — under fives

Fatalities

During the five year period, Scotland had an average of 8 fatalities in the under-fives due to unintentional
injuries. Lastyear, there were 10 fatalities, 25 percent above the five-yearaverage (See figure 11).
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Figure 11: Fatalities, 0- 4, years 2013/14 - 2017/18

Within the home, there was an average of four fatalities in the under fives due to unintentional injuries. Last
year, there were five fatalities, 25 per cent above the five-year average (seefigure 12).
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Figure 12: Fatalitiesforhome injuries, 0- 4, years 2009/09 -2017/18
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Hospital Admissions

Overthefive year period, there was an average of 3,169 admissions each yearin Scotland in the un derfivesage
category due to unintentional injuries. The most recentfigures for 2017/18 showed 3,020 admissions which is
approximately a5 per cent decrease fromthe five yearaverage (see figure 13).
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Figure 13: Hospital Admissions, 0- 4, Years 2013/14 - 2017/18
Over the five year period, there was an average of 1,856 hospital admissions each yearin Scotland due to

unintentional injuriesinthe home. The most recent figuresfor 2017/18 is lowerthan the fiveyearaverage (1,619
admissions) ataround 13 per cent (see figure 14).

Hopsital admissions for home injuries
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Figure 14: Hospital Admissions forhome injuries, 0- 4, Years 2013/14 - 2017/18
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Five year averages — over 65s

Fatalities

Duringthe five year period, Scotlandhad an average of 968 fatalities inthe over 65s due to unintentional injuries.
Last year there were 1,125 fatalities, 16 per cent above the five-yearaverage (seefigure 15).
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Figure 15: Fatalities, 65+, years 2013/14 - 2017/18

Withinthe home,therewas an average of 151 fatalities inthe over 65s due to unintentionalinjuries. In 2017/18,
there were 171 fatalities, 13 per centabove the five-yearaverage (see figure 16).
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Figure 16: Fatalitiesforhome injuries, 65+, years 2013/14 - 2017/18
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Hospital Admissions

Overthe five yearperiod, there was an average of 24,629 admissions each yearin Scotland in the over65s age
category due to unintentional injuries. The most recent figure for 2017/18 was 26,161 whichis around a 6 per
centincrease fromthe five yearaverage (see figure 17).

Hospital admissions

26,500
26,000
25,500
25,000
24,500
24,000
23,500
23,000
22,500
22,000
21,500

2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18

Admissions == == e 5 Year Average

Figure 17: Hospital admissions, 65+, years 2013/14 -2017/18

Within the home, there was an average of 11,639 admissions eachyearin the over 65s. Last year, there were
12,493 admissions, 7 per cent above the five-yearaverage (see figure 18)
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Figure 18: Hospital Admissions forhome injuries, 65+, years 2013/14 - 2017/18
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