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K+ was a |ovely sunny day and Jamie's dad was
working in the garclen with a Pile of wood beside
him. "What's all that wood for?" Jamie asked his
dad.

‘s a surprise,“
Jamie wondered what the surprise could be.

Hi, Jamie!" Sophie was peering over the
fence. "What's your dad making?“

I dont know, it's a surprise. Do you want
to come and watch?' He turned to his dad. ‘Can
Sophie come and watch?'

Jamie's dad said it would be fine, as |on9 as
Sophie asked her mum.

Max, Jamie's younger brother;, was P|a\/ing
in the earth with his new +oy truck. His mum was
digging in the vege’ralale patch while his laaloy sister
Lia slept in her pram. When Sophie opened the
garclen gaJre a few minutes later Max jumped up
and showed her his new toy. "'Sophie, Sophie!' he
called. "Look!

'‘Hi, Max. Wow! That's a great truck. Max
loved trucks and cars, juer like Sophie's li+He
brother; Lewis. She went over to see what Jamie's
dad was doing and +hey watched him laying out



some of the wood in a square shape on the groass.
‘Can we help, Dad?" Jamie asked.

‘Not juer \/e+, Jamie. | have to see if | have
enough wood. | think | may have to 90 and geJr
some more'

‘What's it going to be?" Sophie asked. I think it
looks like a kennel for a very Iaig clog!"

Jamie shook his head. ‘| think it's a launch pad
for a space shipl"

His mum heard the phone ringing, Jamie can
you and Sophie keep an eye on baloy Lia and Max
while | ge+ the Phone. Dont let Max Play with the
gorden tools!"

Max was Pushing his truck +hrou9h the earth
where his mum had been Planﬁng some Howers. He
saw the |on9 handle of the rake and picked it up,
but it was very heavy.

‘No, Max!" Sophie ran over. This roke is too big,
May, it could £all on you. Look, i+ has very sharp
bits at the end, too!" she told him.

Jamie's dad was walking round and round the
Pile of wood on the gross, shaking his head.

‘What's wrong, Dad?" asked Jamie.
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'm definitely going to need some more wood,'
Dad told him. ‘I've not got enough but it wont take
me long to go and get it

‘Can Sophie and | come with you?" Jamie
asked.

Yes, but youd better ask your mum, Sophie,“
his dad said.

Just then Jamie sPoHed Sophie’s mum looking
over the gaJre.

‘Look, Sophie. i's your mum, that must be
who was on the Phone. Let's ask her i we can 90
with Dad to get the wood."

‘Can | come t002" said Max.

Sophie took Max lay the hand went to the
garden gaJre and Jamie oPened it to let her mum
into the garden. The twins were with her; cycling
up the drive on their new bikes.

lsla, Lewis! Watch Jamie's dad's carr Don't
scratch it with your bikes!" their mum said, as +hey
cycled Pas+ the car and into the garden.

Jamie," lsla was very excited ‘I've got a new
bikel And so has Lewis'

Jamie grinned. ‘They’re great bikes'

‘Con | g0 with Jamie and his dad to geJr
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more wood?" Sophie asked her mum. "He's Iaui|o|ing a
surprise!“

That's Fine, Sophie, but let's ge+ the litte
ones into the garden and close the ga+e frst' her
mum said.

Jamie and Sophie went of+ to 96+ the wood
in Jamie's Dad's car while Isla, Lewis and Max had
a picnic in the garden. Lewis was Pla\/ing with Max
and his new truck but lsla was bored. She wanted
to 90 exp|oring so she picked up a sandwich and
went to look inside the garden shed.

She loved garden sheds but she didnt have
one in her garden. Inside she stared at all the
garden tools and bits of neHing, bottles, Jjars and
then she saw someJrhing that loocked like a bottle
of her favourite Juice. H was at the back of the
shed so she 9m|aloed onto a long Po|e that was
leaning againer the low table o help her geJr Pas+
some of the +hin99 that were |\/’|ng on the Hoor:

But just as Isla took hold of the pole it moved
and she almost fell over onto the Jagged edges of
a garden fork |ying on the Hoor of the shed. She
goJr a bit of a Prithr but she let 90 of the pole
and made sure that it didnt fall over again. She
stepped careFtu past the jaggy ends of the fork,
but one of them cau9h+ on her trousers and when
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she tried to geJr it loose it tore and made a hole
in her trouser |eg. She knew her mum would not
be pleased about that, but she was admost close
enough to reach the bottle of yellow juice.

Her Fmgers had juer curled around the neck
of the botHe when she heard her mum ca||in9.

lsla" her mum came running over to the shed
You mustnt touch that!"

l just wanted some juice, Mummy. See Ive
found a bottle in here! Can | have some="

‘No, lslal" Her mummy picked up the bottle
That's not Juice! H would make you very sick if
you drank that'

That's very nasty and dangerous stuff, lsla,"
Jamie's mummy said. ‘'m sorry, | should have put
that away somewhere else. | think we should put it
in a safe place where only Jamie'’s cladcly and | can
reach it'

lsla's mummy crouched down to speak 1o her
and she looked very serious.

lsla that was not Juice and even i it looks
like Juice you must never ever eat or drink
any+hing you find in the garden or the shed or
even in the house, unless a grown up tells you it
is safe. And you must never touch any of the
garden tools. Wl you remember that?' her
mummy asked.
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lsla nodded. “Yes, Mummy | will, and | will tel
Lewis and Max so that +hey know, too!

A little later +hey heard the sound of a car
9+opping in the driveway.

'Daddy’'s home!" Max grinned and ran over
towards the 9a+e. lsla and Lewis had been cychng
their bikes around the garden and when Jamie's
mum opened the gaJre and saw his dad ge++in9
out of the car; +hey al went o see what he had
Iorouthr home.

‘Can we come out on our bikes?" asked lsla.

‘As long as you s+ay on the drive and don+t e
out onto the street' her mummy said.

‘We got a whole lot of +hin95!“ Jamie told
them as his dad opened the back of the car: 'So
we'll need a bit of help to carry it al into the
garclen."

‘We can help," lsla and Lewis said together,
and +he\/ goJr of¥f their bikes and he|Peol ‘o carry
+hin95 into the 9arden.

H took a bit of time to ge+ evererhing into
the house and everyone was so Iausy that no
one noticed Lewis climbing into the front of the
car. He sat in the driver's seat Pre+enclin9 he
was clriving the car: Lewis wanted 1o be a racing
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driver one day and he had watched his mum start
their car lots of times. When he saw the keys
he +hou9h+ he it would be fun to pretend to drive
Jamie’s dad's car:

He turned the keys, it was a bit hard at first
and then +he\/ turned and sudderﬂy the car engine
ROARED and it rocked, +hrowing Lewis backwards
into the seat.

There was a horrible CRUNCH!
Lewis 90+ such a Frithr he started to cry.

The garden gaJre opened and everyone rushed
out o see what had happened.

Suddenly lsla was crying, too. "My bikel' she
wailed. Isla's brand new bike was crushed under the
back of the coar:

Sophie’s mum rushed to ge+ Lewis out of the
car and made sure he had not hurt himself Isla
was very upseJr, too and +hey were both crying,
Sophie gave lsla a hug as everyone went back into
the garden.

That was really dangerous," Jamie said, once
the twins had s’ropped cr\/ing. They were all si++ing
in the garden sharing some strawberries.

Yes, it was very dangerous, Jamie!' his dad
said. "You should never P|ay about in the front
of the car, and never ever +ry to turn the keys.
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But | shouldn't have left the keys in the car,

either: | dont want to think about what migh+ have
hoppened iF one of you had been riding your bikes
behind the car when Lewis started it up!

lsla's lip started to guiver: "My bike,' she said,
+rying hard not to cry.

Sophie gove her another hug. i1s you geJr
a new bike, lsla you will have to be more careful
where you leave i+ and dont ride i+ so close to
cars, even parked cars!

lsla shook her head. ‘| won't, Sophie,“ she
whispered. ‘Not ever!

Jamie's dad go’r up and started |a\/ing out the
wood again. ‘| think it's time to geJr back to work on
your garden P|a\/house."

'So that's what youre making, Dad,' Jamie
grinnecl at Sophie. ‘+'s going to be a Playhouse."

"Oops," his dad shook. his head. 'l forgot it was
supposed to be a surprise!"
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