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Introduction 
 
This is the response of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) to the 
Department for Transport’s consultation paper, “Examining the Speed Limit for HGVs Over 
7.5 Tonnes on Dual Carriageway Roads”. RoSPA thanks the Department for the opportunity 
to comment on the proposals. Our response has been produced following consultation with 
RoSPA’s National Road Safety Committee.  
 
The speed limit on dual carriageways for HGVs over 7.5 tonnes is 50 mph, and for goods 
vehicles under 7.5 tonnes, it is 60 mph. The Government have recently announced that they 
have decided to increase the speed limit for HGVs over 7.5 tonnes on single carriageway 
roads from 40 mph to 50 mph. It is now seeking views on its proposal to increase the speed 
limit for these HGVs on dual carriageway roads from 50 mph to 60 mph. 
 
Q1. Please indicate which of the following categories best represents your interest in 
this consultation  
 

☐ Trade association (please provide details)  

☐ Haulage company  

☐ HGV driver  

☐ Government enforcement body, police force and similar organisations (please provide 

details)  
 Road safety group (please provide details)  

☐ Local authority (please provide details)  

☐ Road user  

☐ Other (please provide details)  

 
 
Q2. Please consider the following policy options  
 
Policy option 1: Do nothing; retain the existing 50mph limit for HGVs over 7.5t on dual 
carriageway roads  
 
Policy option 2: Raise the national speed limit for HGVs over 7.5t from 50 to 60 mph on dual 
carriageway roads  
 
Policy option 3: Raise the national speed limit for HGVs over 7.5t from 50 to 55 mph on dual 
carriageway  
 
Other: Do you consider there to be any other policy options or variants on Options 2 or 3?  
 
Please indicate your preferred option  

☐ Policy Option 1 (Do nothing)  

 Policy Option 2 (Raise speed limit to 60mph)  

☐ Policy Option 3 (Raise the speed limit to 55mph)  

☐ Other 

 
Please give your reason for choice of Option 1, 2 or 3, or if you consider there to be other 
options, please explain fully and give any supporting evidence you may have 
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RoSPA Response 
Although we have ticked option 2, to raise the speed limit from 50 mph to 60 mph on dual 
carriageways, as our preferred option, this indicates that we do not object to this option, 
rather than we actively support or prefer it. 
 
RoSPA has decided to take a pragmatic approach to these proposals because the 
Government has already announced that it will raise the speed limit for HGVs over 7.5 
tonnes from 40 to 50 mph on single carriageway roads (which RoSPA opposed). Therefore, 
we are not objecting to the speed limit for these vehicles being raised on dual carriageway 
roads, because we think the risk of increasing the limit is lower than on single carriageways, 
as dual carriageways are generally built to higher design standards and there is a central 
reservation between opposing flows of traffic.  
 
Increasing the speed limit for HGVs over 7.5 tonnes to 60 mph on dual carriageways would 
bring it in line with the speed limit for these vehicles on motorways. Dual carriageways in 
urban areas are normally covered by 50 mph, 40 mph or 30 mph speed limits, and on these 
roads HGVs would, of course, be subject to these lower limits. Therefore, an increased 
speed limit would only affect 60 mph and 70 mph dual carriageways. 
 
The consultation paper notes that it is estimated that 80% of HGVs regularly exceed the 
current dual carriageway 50 mph speed limit and the DfT believe that as HGVs are speed 
governed to 56mph this will ensure that they adhere to the new limit and do not further 
exceed it. However, we understand that some safety camera partnerships have recorded 
HGVs exceeding 60 mph despite their speed governors. 
 
HGVs over 7.5 tonnes are much heavier, and take much longer to slow down and stop, 
especially when laden, than a car travelling at the same speed. When they are involved in a 
crash, this is also more likely to be severe. More evidence is needed of both the benefits (eg, 
whether faster HGVs would mean fewer overtaking accidents) and costs of increasing the 
speed limit for HGVs over 7.5 tonnes. 
 
The Department for Transport should consider whether it is necessary to amend its guidance 
to local authorities on setting local speed limits to ensure that they take into account the 
increased speed limit for HGVs over 7.5 tonnes when they are considering the speed limit on 
dual carriageways, and whether this might affect their decision on the speed limit for any of 
the dual carriageways for which they are responsible. 
 
Although it is not part of this consultation, RoSPA repeats its concern about increasing the 
national speed limit for HGVs over 7.5 tonnes from 40 to 50 mph on single carriageway 
roads.  This may bring some financial benefits to the freight industry, but we believe that 
there is a significant risk that it may result in more, and more severe, road accidents and 
casualties.  
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Q3. Do you think the balance of savings and costs of changing the speed limit 
detailed in the Impact Assessment reflect your own experience or expectations?  
 
 Yes  

☐  No  

 
If ‘No’ please explain your reasons 
 
RoSPA Response 
Overall, we do not think that the Impact Assessment for this consultation, or for the previous 
one about HGV speed limits on single carriageway roads, provides sufficient evidence to 
justify increasing the speed limits. The road safety implications are inconclusive at best. 
 
 
Q4. Are there any positive or negative impacts of the current speed limit other than those 
referred to in the Impact Assessment?  
 
 Yes  

☐ No 

 
RoSPA Response 
Dual carriageways provide a safe and convenient overtaking opportunity for drivers who 
have been following a slower moving HGV on a single carriageway road. If HGVs travel 
faster on dual carriageways, this may make overtaking manoeuvres by following car and van 
drivers more difficult, and may increase incidences of others drivers squeezing past HGVs at 
the point where a dual carriageway ends and the road becomes single carriageway. If so, 
this would increase the risk of collisions between the overtaking vehicle and the HGV, as 
well as between the overtaking vehicle and oncoming traffic. 
 
 
Q5. Do you think that HGVs would be unlikely to increase their speed on dual 
carriageways as a result of this proposal?  
 
 Yes  

☐ No  

 
Please give your reasons 
 
RoSPA Response 
We accept that most HGVs over 7.5 tonnes already exceed the current dual carriageway 
speed limit of 50 mph and drive at speeds of 50 mph to 60 mph. However, we believe there 
is a risk that HGV drivers will be tempted to exceed the new limit of 60 mph by a similar 
margin, subject to the speed limiter on their vehicle. 
 
We understand that some safety camera partnerships have recorded HGVs exceeding 60 
mph despite their speed governors. It seems likely that the drivers of such vehicles would 
exceed a 60 mph limit. 
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Q6. Do you think an increased speed limit to 60mph on dual carriageway roads will 
lead to more HGVs over 7.5t using dual carriageway roads than do currently?  
 

☐  Yes  

 No  
 
Please give your reasons 
 
RoSPA Response 
RoSPA believes that dual carriageway roads and motorways are probably already preferred 
routes for HGVs, and it seems unlikely that many would switch from motorways to dual 
carriageways if the speed limit on dual carriageways is increased to match motorways. This 
may happen when nearby motorways are congested, but that probably already happens. 
 
 
Q7. Local authorities have powers to alter speed limits on the local road network, 
including non-trunk primary routes, in line with guidance set out in Setting Local 
Speed Limits, DfT Circular 01/2013. Do you think that the increase in the national 
speed limit for HGVs over 7.5t on dual carriageways would make it more likely that 
local authorities would introduce more local speed restrictions?  
 
 Yes  

☐  No 

 
If ‘yes’ please give details of which roads  
 
RoSPA Response 
RoSPA believes that if the speed limit for HGVs over 7.5 tonnes on dual carriageways is 
increased, Local Authorities should take this into account when considering speed limits on 
dual carriageways for which they are responsible. It may be that on some dual carriageways 
this might affect the decision about the appropriate speed limit and local authorities may 
decide to lower the limit to 50 mph due to concerns about increasing the speed of HGVs on 
these roads. 
 
 
Q8. If you are an organisation providing information to the haulage industry or other 
road users, do you think your organisation would incur publicity or conversion costs 
in addition to those related to the speed limit change on single carriageways as a 
result of the proposed speed limit increase on dual carriageways?  
 
 Yes  

No ☐  

 
If ‘yes’ please indicate what these may be. 
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RoSPA Response 
RoSPA provides road safety advice and information, which includes road safety issues 
related to HGVs and speed limits. If speed limits for HGVs were changed RoSPA would 
need to change its advice and information accordingly.  
 
However, this is unlikely to result in any significant costs, other than staff time, as most of 
our information is provided electronically or over the telephone and we update this 
information regularly. We may have to discard printed stock of some educational posters. 
 
 
 
RoSPA thanks the Department for Transport for the opportunity to comment on the 
proposals. We have no objection to our response being reproduced or attributed. 
 
Road Safety Department 
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